AUDI HAS TWO models powered by
the turbocharged 2.5-litre 5-cylinder
engine, the TT RS and now the RS 3.
While the TT RS is an out-an-out sports
car, the RS 3 remains a very practical
vehicle, despite its exciting performance.
Based on the A3 Sportback, it has plenty
of room for a family and its ]tlg:g\}gv, the
four doors make getting in and out easy,
and the big tailgate gives excellent access
to the surprisingly large boot.

It is this practicality, together with its
tremendous performance, which makes
the RS 3 such an exciting proposition
and it is little wonder that all of the cars
allocated to Britain have been snapped up,
although we know that efforts are being
made to bring more into the country.

But, with a car like this, many owners
will not be satisfied with the standard
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Kim Collins, who runs QST in Haywards
Heath, West Sussex, got hold of one of

the very first cars to be imported and set to

work to develop it into something special.

As well as the workshop and his very
experienced staff, Kim also has an advanced
Maha four-wheel-drive rolling road
dynamometer, with one of the best cooling
systems you are likely to see outside of
a research wind tunnel. As a result, he
can precisely measure the changes in
performance which can be achieved by
engine modifications.

QST is also the UK agent for MTM
ly,
this RS 3 features MTM’s remap of the
ECU. This is the main reason for the

tuning products and so, not surprising

increase in power output, but it is compli-
mented by a newly developed Milltek
sports exhaust which allows the gases to

flow more freely. The set-up fitted to this

RS 3 was the prototype of the system
which Milltek will now be marketing,
and production versions are likely to have
black rather than polished tailpipes.

'he MTM remap increases the engine’s
power output from 340 PS (250 kW) to
433 PS (320 kW). With the normal car,

the maximum power is developed between
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5400 and 6500 rpm but, with the modified

engine, it continues to climb, peaking at
6905 rpm. The increase in torque is just
as impressive, from the 450 Nm of the
standard unit to 610 Nm. Normally, the
maximum torque is achieved between
1600 and 5300 rpm, while the MTM-
modified engine has its peak torque at
2780 rpm. The re-mapping does not just
affect the output of the engine; it clearly
affects the car’s behaviour when launch
control is used, as we found out when
recording the performance figures. It also
removes the maximum speed limiter,
allowing the RS 3 to reach a maximum
of 168 mph.

Wht‘]l )"UII ({l'i\'(‘ 1]1(‘ car on [hL‘ 1'0:1(i
you become aware of just how fast this
RS 3 can accelerate. It will reach 50 mph
mn 2.8 seconds, 60 mph in 3.8 seconds,
70 1n 4.9, 80 in 6.3 and 90 mph in
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Performance

it S OSTRS3  StandardRS3 TTRSCoupé  RSGquatro  R8Cowpé  Sport
quattro Saloon 52F8 quattro
Displacement,cc 280 2480 2480 1991 5204 1%
Power output, PSAW QB0 3050 0252 560/429 52386 306225
@mpm 6905 SA00G500 54006500 62506700 8000 6500
Maximum torque, Ibft/Nm 151610 33450 /450 181650 M 2430
@rpm 78 16005300 16005300 1500650 6500 4500
0-50 mph, sec 26 33 36 a1 36 13
0-60 mph, sec 36 45 4 15 44 5]
0-70 mph, sec 47 51 [l 54 54 63
0-80 mph, sec 1 11 18 67 69 91
30-50 mph, sec 13 16 21 20 21 38
50-70 mph, sec 21 25 26 26 26 32

7.7 seconds. Those are seriously quick
times and they would certainly not be
achievable without the RS 3’s Haldex
system putting down the power through
all four wheels. Even then, there was

a momentary whift of tyre smoke as

the car accelerated from rest.

[o achieve these times, we used the
launch control system of the RS 3. Bear
in mind that all RS 3s have the double-
clutch S tronic gearbox with launch
control as a standard aspect of the trans-
mission. Press the Sport button and then
the button to disable the ESP, hold it
with the brake pedal, right foot on the
accelerator pedal to bring the engine
speed up to the nearly 4000 rpm limit
while the car is stationary, and then lift
your left foot off the brake pedal. In our
experience, there is always a momentary
delay with the standard car, almost as

though it is thinking about what to do
for a split second or so. With this car,
though, there is not the slightest delay;
the modified RS 3 simply rockets off the
line before streaking into the distance.
The g—lbr(‘t‘ 15 SO great that you are
forced back ;|g.1in~;t the seat and, as you
can see from the times, this is just about
[hl' 1‘.i\[l.'\1 ;I('L't']t'l'.lti]lg car we ]1.[\".' cVer
tested.

A more realistic indication, perhaps, of
the useability of all that power is when
you have the S tronic gearbox in Sport
mode and accelerate from 30 to 50 mph.
That gap is achieved in just 1.3 seconds

and 1t will go on from 50 to 70 mph in

just 2.1 seconds.

One of the curiosities of the RS 3 is that
it has smaller tyres on the rear wheels.
For the British market, the 19-inch wheels

are shod with 235/35 tyres at the front
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